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GEOGRAPHICAL LITERATURE AND MAPS 

(INCLUDING ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY) 



BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 
NORTH AMERICA 

Streifziige durch das nordamerikanische Wirtschaftsleben. Von 

Dr. Ernst Schultze. xxii and 226 pp. Buchhandlung des Waisenhauses, 

Halle a. d. S., 1910. M. 5. 

The book contains a collection of articles on economic and social problems 
of the United States, railroads, waterways, coal famine, land frauds, forestry, 
trusts, pure food laws, labor problems, etc. They appear to have been chosen 
at random from the wide field of the author's knowledge of American condi- 
tions, without aiming at any unity of purpose or scope. Some of them are mere 
sketches, others regular short treatises; but they are all entertainingly written, 
and will probably be read by many who would shrink from more serious 
literature on the same subject. The book is to be welcomed, therefore, as a 
possible instrument for the propagation of a better understanding of American 
ways and conditions among the general public; but it must be hoped that the 
author will be able some day to write a regular economic geography of the 
United States from the European point of view, which has not yet been written, 
and for which nobody, perhaps, would be more competent than he. 

M. K. Genthe. 

The Expansion of New England; the Spread of New England Settlements 
and Institutions to the Mississippi River, 1620-1865, by Lois Kimball 
Matthews, Instructor in History in Vassar College. Pp. 303, maps 29. 
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston and New York, 1909. $2.50. 

During recent years there have been many valuable contributions either 
direct or indirect to the geography of the United States. A few contributions 
have been written with a geographic purpose, many have been written with 
the geographic element well in view, and many more with but little conscious 
recognition of geography, yet containing much material capable of geographic 
interpretation. The book under review is of interest to geographers from the 
latter point of view. 

The distribution of New Englanders east of the Mississippi up to 1865, the 
influences of their religious and educational ideals, and of their political organ- 
izations are the main subjects of Miss Matthews's treatment. The treatment 
is chronological. For the most part one must read between the lines in order 
to understand the many potent geographic influences that directed and influenced 
the westward movement from New England. 

The first swarming from the coast avoided the Worcester Plateau and 
entered the Connecticut Valley, this movement being influenced by the fur trade, 
the ease of travel along and upon the river and by the attractive "intervale" 
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lands in the valley. Reading between the lines the term "intervale" is seen to 
be equivalent to the flood plains and terraces along the Connecticut. The farm 
holdings were narrow rectangles extending from the river across the flood 
plain to the gravelly and sandy terraces upon which the buildings were usually 
located. 

The westward movement from New England avoided the Berkshire Plateau 
and entered New York from Pennsylvania and Lake Champlain. Passing up 
the Susquehanna Valley, settlers crossed the divide into the valley of the Gen- 
esee. The great movement in New York was along the Mohawk Valley and 
Ontario Plain to Buffalo. 

Three routes led to what was then the far west, the Braddock Road, the 
Ohio Valley and the Mohawk-Great Lakes, .the latter being by far the most 
important. The excellent population maps bring out at a glance the effect of 
this latter route which peopled with New Englanders the northern portions of 
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. A large influx of Southerners have peopled the 
southern parts of these States. For a time there was a sharp contest between 
the county system of the South and the town meeting system of the New Eng- 
landers. 

Another interesting fact not specifically mentioned is that, in large part, 
the New England migrations were to regions which are like the home region, 
glaciated regions. Topographic resemblances between western New York and 
New England are repeatedly noted. A congregation of Granville, Mass., in 
the eastern part of the Berkshires, selected a similar location at Granville, 
Ohio, because the latter location had a "peculiar blending of hill and valley," 
to which they were accustomed. The vicinity of Beloit, Wis., on an outwash 
plain was selected for its level fields, water power, "unlimited gravel," and 
"New England look." 

Many other interesting geographical relations come out in reading this 
book, relations that need no great geographical training for their interpreta- 
tion. The author is a student of Professor Turner, who with his students have 
done such good work in the geographical interpretation of United States his- 
tory. It is a matter of some surprise, therefore, that in the problem of dis- 
tribution so little emphasis is placed on important earth factors. To take a 
single example, the Erie Canal as a directing factor receives scarcely more 
than a paragraph. 

The book is a welcome contribution to historians, and no less welcome to 
geographers, because it assembles so many facts capable of geographic inter- 
pretation. The accumulation and assembling of material represents much 
labor, the style and arrangement make a most readable book. 

F. V. Emerson. 

The Story of Old Kingston. By Agnes Maule Machar. 291 pp., illustra- 
tions and appendices. The Musson Book Co., Ltd., Toronto, 19.10. $1.50. 

The Story of Old Kingston is an account, more historical than geographical, 
of the growth of Kingston, once the capital and long the leading city of "Upper 
Canada." The story begins with the founding of Fort Frontenac in 1673, and 
follows the history of the city until about 1850, with the greater emphasis given 
to the earlier years, and with special attention to the War of 1812. The author 
writes with a skilled hand, and has made good use of historical materials. 
Many of the descriptions are not only interesting in themselves, but are ex- 



